Jeremy White, Lead Pastor May 29 & 30, 2021
Valley Church Week 3 — Approaching the Redeemer

Review:

- Ruth cuts in line to work with the women in the fields of Boaz
- Boaz treats Ruth with kindness and grace, blessing her & Naomi
- Naomi’s trust in Yahweh is re-awakened through grace

Grace Redeems our Ability to...
1) Place others FIRST (vs. 1-9)

- The Levirate Law
- The Kinsman-Redeemer Law:

2) Walk with INTEGRITY (vs. 10-14)

- Definition: The kind of person you are when nobody’s looking
- WWJD: Not “What would Jesus Do?” but rather “What WILL Jesus
Do?”
3) Go the extra MILE (vs. 15-18)

- “Redeem” = “to buy back”
- Jesus is the ultimate Kinsman-Redeemer

The Big Idea:

When we truly understand grace, we respond with surrender to the authority of
our Kinsman-Redeemer! We allow Him to live His supernatural life in and
through us. We receive an outpouring of blessings we ourselves did not earn.
And we give it away to others in need.
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Questions for Life Groups and Personal Reflection



Personal Life:

1.

As we have learned so far, the major themes of the Book of Ruth include
grace, hope and redemption. Pick one of those three concepts and share
about how the experience of it has changed your life or perspective...

In the past week, have you encountered a choice between showing either
judgment or grace to someone? If so, which did you choose and what did
you learn from the experience?

Ponderings:

In the Book of Ruth, we have been discovering the practical effects of
grace in the life of a believer. If a person from a different faith or belief
system were to attack the free gift of grace as being “too easy,” how would
you respond?

In the first three chapters of Ruth, what changes do you observe in
Naomi? How do you explain her newfound courage and commitment to
help Ruth?

Re-read Boaz’s response to Ruth in Ruth 3:10-14. What do his words tell
us about the true value of a woman in God’s eyes? How was this different
from the ancient Near-Eastern view? How does it differ from other
messages we here in our culture?

The Biblical record — from the Law of Moses to the Gospel of Jesus —
consistently emphasizes God’s concern for the poor, oppressed,
marginalized and mistreated. Has God enabled you to be a “Boaz” in the
life and well-being of someone else? If so, please share...

What are the similarities between Boaz and Jesus? Between Ruth and
humanity in general? How do these characters foreshadow the Kingdom
life that Jesus invites us to live as we await His return?

Promptings:

Read Titus 2:11-13 as a group. What does this passage tell us about the
outworking of grace in our lives? What does grace accomplish as one of
its primary functions? How is God’s way of transforming our lives different
from conventional “behavior-focused” approaches?

Close in prayer for a greater understanding of and response to God’s
grace in your daily life...
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